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staff, Gonzales Petal, agreed to form a permanent personal
guard to protect General Franco. Every officer, without
exception, offered himself for this service, which was con-
sidered an honour. The general was unaware that he was
being so carefully guarded, and of the custody in which he
went on all of his trips. Even the time of his appointments
was changed, without his knowledge, whenever any event
was announced which he had promised to attend.
Despite these precautions, the Marxist groups did not
desist in their plot to murder Franco. A plan to assassinate
him at a festival in La Laguna went awry. The assassins
then attempted to perpetrate the crime at the Flower Festival
in Villa de Orotava. Again the attempt was frustrated.
On the night of July 13 occurred the last criminal attempt
to take his life. The assassins attempted to scale the walls
of the garden and from there reach the central pavilion,
where Franco's sleeping quarters were located. The assail-
ants were three. When they were climbing the wall, one
of the sentinels in the garden challenged them, and as they
made no response he fired on them and put them to flight.
The guard stationed outside also fired, but the malefactors
escaped. The civil authorities of the island hastened to the
commandancy to find out what had happened. The wife
and daughter of the general were also guarded by a special
guard, for their lives, too, were threatened.
On July 14, the diplomat Jose Antonio de Sangroniz
arrived at Santa Cruz de Tenerife to inform the general,
with whom it was so difficult to communicate, of the latest
news about the movement, and to set the date for its in-
auguration. The aeroplane which was to carry Franco to
Tetuan was to arrive at Las Palmas on the following
day.
"Now we must plan the escape/' said the general. "I have
announced, with the authorization of the ministry, an in-